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1. EMBASSY ON AFTERNOON DECEMBER 23 RECEIVED LETTER BEARING 
SAME DATE FROM MEMBER OF LAO PATRIOTIC FRONT REPRESENTATION IN 
VIENTIANE IN WHICH LPF DISCLAIMS ANY KNOWLEDGE OF MISSING 
AMERICAN CHARLES DEAN AND AUSTRALIAN NEIL SHARMAN. 

2. FOLLOWING IS OUR TRANSLATION OF FRENCH TEXT: 

"MR. AMBASSADOR, 

"I HAVE THE HONOR TO INFORM YOU THAT AT THE 
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REQUEST OF THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE GOVERN- 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


MENT OF NATIONAL UNION OF LAOS, I HAVE ASKED TELEGRAPHI- 
CALLY FOR NEWS CONCERNING THE TWO YOUNG MEN, AN AMERICAN 
AND AN AUSTRALIAN, WHO WERE SUSPECTED OF HAVING BEEN 
ARRESTED BY THE PATRIOTIC FORCES IN THE REGION OF PAK 
KADING AND PAK HINBOUN. 

"THE RESPONSE THAT I HAVE JUST RECEIVED 

TODAY CONFIRMED THAT THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT INQUIRED OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES WHO REPLIED THAT 
NO FOREIGNER HAS BEEN SEEN PASSING OR HAS BEEN ARRESTED 
ON THE TERRITORY UNDER THEIR CONTROL. 

"PLEASE ACCEPT, MR. AMBASSADOR, THE EXPRES- 
SION OF MY MOST DISTINGUISHED SENTIMENTS. 

"FOR THE ABSENT REPRESENTATIVE, 

MEMBER OF THE REPRESENTATION, 

(SIGNED) 

"THONG PENE" 

3. LETTER INDICATES THAT COPY WAS SENT TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
PHOUMI VONGVICHIT. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS OBVIOUSLY A DISTRESSING DEVELOPMENT, 
PARTICULARLY AFTER WHAT APPEARED TO BE PROMISING SIGNS 
DURING VISIT OF HOWARD DEAN TO VIENTIANE LAST WEEK (REF A). 
RECOMMEND THAT DEPT PASS LPF TEXT TO HOWARD DEAN, ADDING 
THAT AMBASSADOR IS IN LUANG PRABANG FOR CLOSING CEREMONY 
OF JOINT NATIONAL POLITICAL COUNCIL AND PLANS TO CONCERT 
WITH AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR AND PRESS THE CASE FURTHER WITH 
SENIOR LPF OFFICIALS WHO ARE ATTENDING SAME FUNCTION. 

WE WILL REPORT ASAP ON THESE CONVERSATIONS AND ON 
FURTHER COURSES OF ACTION. AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR HAS 
REQUESTED APPOINTMENT WITH PHOUMI MORNING DECEMBER 24. 
WHITEHOUSE 
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